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7 ae West once said the
{ i loveliest distance be-
¥ 4 tweentwo pointsis a
r'urvhd line. Victor DiNovi
would agree.

DiNowvi is a woodworker who
specializes in furniture shaped
in graceful, curved lines, a style
known as “functional art.”

“I'm a student of art in gen-
eral, and life is curvy,” said Di-
Movwi, 69, who will be featuring
some of his work at the Haleiwa
Arts Festival on Saturday and
July 20. “People are curvy. The
only straight lines you see in na-
ture are crystal structures.

“Everything else is very
curved, and long ago I picked
animal and vegetative
metaphors for alot of my work.
Basically what I'm making is
sculpture; it just has a utilitar-
ian use, too. I like the curves of
nature, and Imimic that.”

Although he is based on the
mainland — Santa Barbara,
Calif., to be exact — he has long
specialized in koa, a focus that
began in the 1570s, when the
state was trying create an over-
seas market for koa and made it
widely available.

“Irecognized its beauty a
long time ago when I first came
across it, and L used it in almost
everything,” he said. “I was
building boats and entries of
houses. At that time it was re-
ally inexpensive,”

He first visited Hawaii in 1975
and stopped af a mill, sitting un-
der the structure wheve a lot of
the sawdust collected. With the
views of the mountains, ccean
and forest around him, the ex-
perience was intoxicating.

“To this day, every. tmeleut -
* ‘usefulto me,” he said,

a piece of koa and I get that
“orHiff of angent, unigie”
smell, § get stoned,” he'said.
“Thait’s why it’s my faverite
‘wood to work with, besides the
Eact that it's Beawtiful and there,
are dlstmct graini pattems that

‘Woodworker Victor DiNovi created a chess table, above,
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out of koa and mango. His dining chair, right, shows the
curved lines for which ke has become known,

talks back to me somewhat.
like the fact that it's revered.”

Restrictions on koa logging,
enacted after that initial market-
ing effort proved to be too effec-
tive for its own good, have not
deterred DiNovi from continu-
ing to work with koa. He man-
aged to acquire the last cof the
koa from that timber mill and
uses his contacts in the islands
o replenish his supply.

“I'm using koa that 1 got in the
'80s,” he said. “Just last week 1
got some koa from someone
who's been hoarding it for years

' and years.”

Visitors to the Haleiwa Arts
Festival might get a chance at
some of that koa themselves.
DiNovi will bring scrap pieces
from his workshop, which he
will make available to the pub-
lic. “The scale of my work is
large, so the small pieces aren’t.

Koa is a tough wood that can

4 behard ontools:DiNovi shapes

the wood using advanced car-
bide—edged power tools that

“mimic hand acnon on]y th a.

lot of power.”
He works asa sculpt@r

would, chiseling down a “blank”
piece of wood as he creates a
design. If he comes up with one
he likes, he'll make it in koa if he
can find a piece with the right
grain pattern and of the right
size.

“Some people see the wood
and see something in the
wood,” he said. “Ilook at the
character of the wood and see
how I can best use that, rather
than see some image in the
wood.”

Among the pieces he’s bring-
ing for this show will be a
loveseat, a chair and a chess
table made of koa and mango,
They all feature the uniquely
curved lines that have earned
him mention in woodworking
journals and places in exhibits.

“My tables look like they're
going to walk away, and [ try to
{create) legs (that) look like hu-

‘man legs or animal legs,” he

said.

Trained as an engineer, Di-
Novi considers his work now as
part art and part science: “
pushithe envelope of artistic de-:
ign

 try programs as a kid growing
ew Yorl -

ing principles.”

DiNovi has along attachment
to woodworking and, aside
from a stint in the Army, has al-

“ways worled in carpentry. He

remenibers doing little carpen-

DiNovi's outrigger comoe, Keleka, is a 28-footer made of Phihppme mahogany with koa accents. DiNovi rides it off the coast of Santa Barbara.
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“By the time I was 14, I was

. going on my uncles’ work sites
: —alot of my family were in

construction —and I would
hang out with the carpenters
and work with them,” he said. “
put myself through engineering
school working as a finish car-
penter.”

He is also an avid padiler who
goes out on the water three or
four times a week. He’s paddled
all over the South Pacific, in-
cluding the Mclokai Channel.

“Ican’t run anymore but I can
still paddle,” he said. “I'm an is-
land boy myself ~ Brookiyn.”

Victor Dillovi’s workis also on

.. display at Nohea Ga[[ery in Wm‘d T




